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Happy Birthday, Society for  
Investigative Dermatology
Milestones offer opportunities for con­text and reflection. Such is the case for the 75th anniversary of the found­
ing of the Society for Investigative Dermatology 
(SID). 1937 was an exciting time for science 
and technology, as signified by the creation 
of the first polymer in DuPont Laboratories, 
the invention of the photocopier by Chester F. 
Carlson, the construction of the first jet engine, 
and the completion of the Golden Gate Bridge. 
On a Sunday morning in the spring of 1937, 
John Stokes of Philadelphia gathered togeth­
er in his library Marion Sulzberger, Donald 
Pillsbury, Samuel Becker, Joseph Klauder, 
and Sigmund Greenbaum to discuss the for­
m ation of a society to advance the science of 
derma tology (Callaway, 1980). This vision was 
realized on 10 June 1937 when the SID was 
founded, bylaws were adopted, and a board 
of nine directors was appointed at the Hotel 
Dennis in Atlantic City, New Jersey. How 
visionary it was for a small group of investi­
gators to form a scientific society focused on 
understanding the biology of normal and dis­
eased skin. How exciting it is to reflect on the 
advances that have unfolded over the past 75 
years throughout the entire universe of sci­
ence. How fortunate we are that this universe 
includes dermatology and cutaneous biology—
thanks in part to the efforts of our founders and 
our colleagues throughout the world.
This month, a special issue of the Journal 
of Investigative Dermatology celebrates the 
75th anniversary of the establishment of the 
SID—and the Journal. In this issue, some of 
the most dramatic recent advances in the field 
of cutaneous biology are detailed, together 
with thoughtful commentaries on the cur­
rent state of skin science and how society and 
tech nology may shape it going forward.
It is interesting to reflect on the changes in 
cutaneous biology since the Journal’s first issue 
was published in 1938. That issue comprised five 
articles. Studies describing the effect of vitamin 
C on skin reactions elicited by poison ivy, con­
sequences of topical application of hormones 
to guinea pig nipples, and how chemical struc­
ture influences the ability of various compounds 
to produce contact dermatitis were among its 
offerings. The results of experiments were mea­
sured largely by visual changes; human subjects 
were injected with a variety of substances with 
no mention of consent. Now, this work seems 
alien, yet it was important groundwork because 
today’s science is the result of many small facts 
being knitted together to give insight into the key 
aspects of disease and its treatment.
We have reason to be proud that so much has 
been discovered and that, as a consequence, 
diseases whose etiology was not even contemplated 
in 1937 can now be recognized and treated.
The SID moves forward with great 
momentum, anticipation, and excitement. The 
sky is the limit—onward!
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